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and one labor o( land," and inserting "pension of one hundred 
dollars per annum for life." 

On motion of Mr. G'lge, 
The bill and amendments \Vere laid upon the table. 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Burleson for the bal

ance of the session. 
On motion of Mr. Bra.shear, the Senate adjourned. 

Wednesday, 9 o'clock, a m. 
!\larch 16th, 1848. 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

The following Senators answered to their on.mes: 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourlan<l, Drasht-ar, Cla.rk, Cuny, Dancy 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, Fitzgerald, McRae, Na\•a.rro, Parker. 
Perkins and Walhice. 

Quorum present. 

The joumal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judici&ry, 
made the following report. 

The Judiciary committee ha,·e bad under consideration "an 
act to secure to the colonists of Pisher and l\liller's colony, the 
lands to which they may be entitled," and a. majority of said 
committee have instructed me to return said bill to the Senate 
with a substitute for the same, the adoption of which they re· 
commend. 

The mn:jority of the committee are inclined to give those who 
emigrated to 'l'exas under the contract made between Fisher 
and Miller and the President of the la.te Republic of Texas, the 
lands promised them by the terms of said contract and the 
conditions of the ordinance passed by the convention in rela
tion to colonization contracts, A. D. 1845. They have endca-
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vored to incorporate into the substitute 'Sufficient checks ~and 
guards, and they do not think that :i.ny injury can_result to the 
State from it, should it be the pleasure of the Legislature to 
pass it. 

EDWARD CLARK, 
Chairman. 

Mr. Dancy, Chairman of the committee on State Affairs 
made the following report: 

The. committee on Affairs of State to whom was referred' 
"A bill to be entitled an act regulating marks and brands.•· 

have examined the same and instrnctcd me to report the bill 
to the Senate, with the following amendment. 

Strike out tho fifth section; and recommend the adoption of 
the amendment and the passage of the bill as amended. 

Mr. Dancy also made the following report. 

ThP committee on Affairs of State, to whom was referred 
"a bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of persons who set
tled in W. S. Peters and bis associate's colony," have instruc
ted m t• to report the bill to the Senate with the follo"\ving 
amendments. 

Amendment first. 

Change the words ·'W. S. Peters and his associate's Colo
ny" in thP caption so as to read thus. "The colony of W. S. 
Peters and his associates.'' 

Amendment second. 

In Sec. 3d add to the first line the words "or certificates." 
And in line 3d, of same section, strike out the words "the 

said certificate or certificates." 
And in line 9, same section before the words "land office" 

insert :he words Commissioner of the General.'' 
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Amendment third. 

Jn sec. 7, strike out the Jines 5, G and 7 and insert in lieu 
thereof the words "equaUy divided between the District Clerk 
and the District Attorney who ~ball defend the case, and it is 
hereby madf' the duty of the District Attornrys to attend to 
all cases on the part of the State, which may be brought in 
their respective districts, under the pro\"isions of this act," and 
recommend tlw adoption of the amendments nnd the passag& 
of the bi 11 as amended. 

JO?\ W. DAKCY, 
Chairman. 

l\Ir. Parker, Chairman of the committee on claims and Ac
counts mado the following report. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts to which was refer
red "A bill to provide for the ascertainment and adjustment of 
tho liabilities of'thC' late Republic of TexaEi, barn examined 
the same and instructf'd me to report thr. bill back to the Sen
ate for its action, recommen<liug the adoption of the following 
amendment. 

Add at the 1md of the 5Lh section "provided, that in all cases, 
the expenses of imrveying nn<l patenting of lands taken by vir
tue of this act shall be paid by the owner.'' 

l\Ir. Grimes, Chairman of the committee on Fina.nee made 
the following reports. 

The committee on Finance to which was referred a hill to 
be entitled an act to classify the debt of the late Republic of 
Texas, preparatory to its final redemption, ask leave to return 
the bill for the decision of the Senate. 

Your committee have not had time to gi,·c the subject the 
consideration its importance demands, and being desirous that 
~omething should be clone preparatory to the a<ljustmcnt of the 
public debt they recommend it to the faYorable consideration 
of the Senate. 

37 
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Mr. Grimes. Chairman of the committee on Finance, to 
which was referred, 

A Joint Re!iolution appropriating one hundred dolla.rs for the 
purpose of procuring a map of Shelby county, returned the 
same back to the Senate for their action. 

Mr. Bourland, Chairman of the committee on Public Lands 
to whom was referred. 

"An a.ct for the relief of Micheal Short, returned the sa.me 
back to the Senate and recommended its passage. 

M:r. Abbott, Chairman of the committee on Enrolled Bills, re
ported as correctly enrolled, 

An act to provide for the t-lection of Electors for President 
and Vice President of the United Stn.tes, and that said act was 
transmitted to the Governor on this day, for his appro\•al. 

A mcssa.ge was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate, that the House bad p~ed the following 
bills and Joint Resolution which originated in the Senate-
-viz: • 

A bill to be entitled an act to uuthorize John H. Rea~an and 
his associates to open and construct a turn pike roa.d from the 
town of Buffalo on the Trinity river across tbe~bottom to the 
high lo.ncl on the west side in the direction of the town of Cor
sicana. 

And Joint Resolution for the relief of Alfred Johnson. 
Also, that the House ·bad passed a bill to be entitled an act 

to provide for permanently fixing the Keat of Justice of the 
county of Do.Has, with an amendment. 

And that the House refused to concur in the amcndmf'nt of 
the Senate to a. bill to be entitled an act to establish the 
county seat of the county of Cameron. 

Also that the House had pnssed the following bills, viz: 
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A bill to be entitled an a.ct making appropriations for the 
support of the Gov<'rnment for the years 1848 and 1849. 

And a bill to be entitlf"d an act for tbl! relief ol Seth ~Iar
\' in. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders oft he day. 

On motion of Mr. P&kins. ~ 
Joint Resolution for the relief of Theodore D. l\Ialtby, was 

taken up. 
The amendment offered by !\Ir. W nllac<'. proposing to strike 

-0ut "one league and one labor of land'' and to insert ••pension 
~f one hundred dollars per annum, f.er life. 

Was rejected. 
The hill then passed to a third reading. 
A message wa~ received from Hh~ ExccllencJ, the Go\"ernor, 

pre~eutiug .a communication in writing. 
Which was rend, and 

On motion of ~lr. Gag~, made the l'.:pccial order of the day for 
to-morrow. 

On motion of l\lr. Gage; 
Joint Resolution for the relief of the heirs or Mark Nobl~ 

deceased, was taken up and read, nnd p:u;scd to a. third read-
ing. 

1 
On motion of Mr. Gage, • 
The rule was suspended, read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitlecl an act supplementary to an act enti· 

tied an a.ct to establish the Judicial Districts of the District 
Courts: 

Read second time, and 
On motion of l\f r. Parker, referred to the committee on the 

Judiciary. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the a.ssesmcnt and 

collection of Taxes. 
\Vas read. 
Mr. Grimes moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday 

adopting nn amendment to the 17th section. 
Upon which the yeas and nays were called-and stood thus. 

Y EAs-Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Burleson, Clark, Dan-
cy, Gage, Grimes, and Fitzgerald,-8. -

NAv&-1\fessts. Cuny, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins and 
W allo.ce-6. • 
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So the ,·ote was reconsidered. 
)Ir. Perkins mo\."etl a. call of the Scnnte. 
On motion of l\lr. Gage. 
'l'llc call wn.<1 suspended. 
On motion of Mr. 'Vallace, 
The bill was made tLe special order of the day fur to-mor

row. 
Joint Resolution instructing ollr Senators and requesting 

our Reprcsentath-es in Congress to USP their efforts to have a 
law pas. e<l to extend the Jurisdiction of Texas O\"er one half of 
'he water of Sabine pasR. Lake and Rh·er. · 

Read second time and p3ssed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Clark the rule was suspended; 
Rend third time and passed. 
A bill to be eutitlc<l an act to repeal the fourth section of an 

act, requiring the Commissioner of the Gennnl Land Office 
to is:-iuc patent~ upon uncoo<litional headrigbt ccrtifiates for 
lan<l, npprove<l l\Iay 12th, 1 46. 

Rend and pa'l~Ni to a third rt>ading, and 
On motion or Mr. Danry, the rule wa, suspended, bill read 

third time and pn~sed. 
On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate refused to c·oncur in the 

~mcndmcntof the llonsc to "A bill to be cotitle<l an act to pro· 
vi<le for permanently fixing the ~eat of justice of the county of 
Dallas.'' 

On motion of Mr. Fit?.gcrald, the Senate ref1r.;cd to concur 
in the anit>ndmN1t of the Ilon1'c to a bill t<> be l'ntitled an act to 
t>stablish the county seat of ::ameron c·ounty. 

)lcssr$. Fitzgerald, Navarro a11cl Dancy were appointed a 
t·ommittee of c:onfcrence on the above bill. 

A me~sagc was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate. that the House had passed a bill to be en
'itltd an a~t snpplcmentary to an n<>t e1>tiUed an act t<>' establish 
th<' Judicial di:itriets of the ~everal district courts. 

l\lr. Wallace moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday, re
fuHing to pass a bill to be entitJcd an act to incorporate the Co
lorado a11d Brazos Railroo.d Company. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the motion was laid upon the ta· 
ble. 

A bill to be entitled an act, making appropriations for the 
1mpport of the Government for the years 1848 and 1849. 

Read first time, and 
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On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule w:l.:! su~pcnded, bill read 
second time, and referred to the <.:ommittcc on Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to apportion the Senators and Rc
presentati ves of the Legislature among the sc\•eral counties of 
this State. 

F~ead first time, and, 
On motion of l\fr. Parker, the rule 'ras su.~pended, and bill 

read second time. 
Mr. Wallace offered a substitute for th<' bill. 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill an<l substitute were re

ferred to the Committee on Apportionment, Privileges and 
Elections. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the organization of 
new cour1ties. 

Read second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, J'(•ferred to the 'Committee on Ap

portionment, Privileg~ and Election~. 
On motion of ~Jr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an act appro

priating certain fines and forfciturea, was taken up mul read. . 
Mr. Dancy offered the following amendmcnts-
8trikc out all of section 1 after the word "b<','' in line 3, and 

insert in licm thereof the word1:1, "paid into the county treasury 
of the county in which such fioe:1 and pcnaltic:1 may be> imposed or 
forfeitures may take place, to be under the control of the county 
court." 

In RP.ction 2d strike out the word "above," in the last line, 
and add to that line the words" by tho county courL'' 
· Adopted. 

'l'hc bill then passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule wus suspended, bill read 

third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill to be entitled an net regu

lating ferries, was taken up, aml placed umong the orders of 
the day. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a bill to be entitled an a.ct to fix 
the times of holding the district courts in the ninth Judicial Dis
trict, was taken up and read, together with the report of the 
~pccinl commit(A)e, offering a substitute therefor. 

Report adopted. and bill passed to a third reading. 
On motion of .M:r. Parker the rule was i:;uspcndcd, bill read 

third time and passed. 

, 
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Joint resolution, reque~ting John C: -W:atrous to resign his 
office a.s Judge of the Umted States D1slr1ct Court for the Dis
trict of Texas. 

Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Na,•arro, a bill to be entitled an act to se

cure to the colonists of Fisher and Miller's colony, the lands to 
which they may be entitled, was taken up and read, together 
with the rcp'>rt of the committee on the Judiciary, offering a 
substitute therefor. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a thinI rending. 
On motion of l\ir. Jewett, a bill to be entitled an act for the 

benefit of persons who srttled in W. S. Peters and his asso
ciates' colony, together with the report of the committee oo 
State Affair:;, offering amendments, was taken up and read. 

Report adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. . 
On motiou of Mr. Brashear, the Senate adjourned until 3 

o'clock, p. m. 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

Senate met; roll callecl; quorum present. 

Mr. Danrv, chairman of the committee on State Affairi:,. 
made the following report : 

'£he committee on Affairs of State, to whom 'vas referred 
"Joint resolutions relative to frontier protection. and the open
ing, a national road from Galveston or Ma\agorda Bay, to the 
Pacific Ocean," and "Re:wlutions of the citizens of Fayette 
county on the same subject::i," have maturely considered the 
83.Ule and instructed me to report : 

That the committee on Indian Affairs have made a report on 
the subject of frontier protection, and that the Seruite has acted 
thereon, with regard to a national road from either of the bay.; 
tnentioncd, to the Rio Grande; it is properly a State project, 
and it would not be in accordance with our Democratic prin
ciple~, to throw our influence into the scale of the internal im-
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prot•ement. party, by making requests which might induce tJ1em 
to believe that we would go with them to carry out their 
scbem~, if they would make it our interest to do so. From 
the Rio Grande to the Pacific the project is truly national, and 
the United States should open the road as soon ns a ::mrvey 
of the country can be made and the best route al3Certained. 
This would afford the people of the Southern States facilities 
for communicating with their countrymen on the Pacific, across 
a territory which has fallen into the hands of the United States 
by the fortunes of war. It will cau::ic the settlements on the 
western coast of America to advance much more rapidly than they 
can do without snc.:h a road as we desire to see opened. The 
outlay would be but a trifle when compared to the re:mlts of such 
an improvement. The establh!hrncnt of a line of po11ts from 
Red River to the Rio Grande as already recommended to the 
Senate, and the completion of a road from the station on the 
Rio Grande to the Pacific would secure a regular intercour:'e 
betw<'Cn the citizens on the navigable waters of the l\lis:1issippi 
and the Californias. Believing that the United States Congress 
will, at a glance, see the importance of the work to the coun
try, the committee have agreed to report a joint resolution by 
way of substitute and recommend its adoption, and pas:1age as 
adopted. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 

Which report was adopted, and 
Joint resolution, relating to a national road from the Rio 

Grande to the Pacific. 
Read second time and ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to detect fraudulent land certifi· 

cates, passed at the fifth Congress of the Republic of 'fexrus. 
Read third time and passed. 
A bill to be entitled an a.ct to provide for deductions from 

the salaries of Judges of the Supreme and District €ourts and 
District Attorneys of this State, who may neglect the perform
ance of certain duties assigned them by law. 

Read third time. 
l\fr. Perkins moved the indefinite postponement of the bill, 

upon which the yeas and nays were called, and stood thus: 
Y cas-~fossrs. Abbott, Cuny, Fitzgerald and Perkins-4. 
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Nays-Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Dancy, Gage, 
Gri~es, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker and Walla<'e-11. 

Lost. 
1'he Bill then passed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to regulate proceedings in the 

eounty courts, relating to guardians and war<ls. 
Read second time, aud, 
On motion of l\lr. Jewett, referred to the committee on the 

Judiciary. 
A bill to be entitled an act to prevent burning the woods and 

prairies, passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule was suspended, bill read 

third time and passed. 

Mr. Grimes, chairman of the committee on Finance, made 
the following report: 

The F inance committee, to which was referred "a bill to be 
entitled an act requiring the Attorney General to attend to cer
tain causes in the District Courts, and providing compensation 
for the extra services required," have had the subject under con
sideration. 

Impressed with. the importance of having the interests of the 
State ably managed in the , District Conrts, where all suits 
emanate, where rights an<l interests of v~t importance to the 
l::)tate are involved. Your committee report the bill and re
commend· it to the favorable consideration of the Senate, with 
the following amendments: 

In sec. 1, line 2, strike out" John W. Harris." 
In sec. 2, line 3, strike out" said J obn \V. Harris, the." 
Report adopted. 

l\IT. Dancy moved to amend by adding an additional sec
tion-

Section 3d. That the certifi<'ates which may be issued in 
compliance with the provisions of this act shall be conditional 
certificates, and patents shall not be issued thereon, until the 
services herein specified shall be rendered, after which time un· 
conditionul certifieates may be is1:1ucd in lieu of such condi· 
tional certificates: Provided, That such unconditional certifi· 
catoo may be issued in proportion to the services rendered: 
And, provided further, 'fhat locations made by virtue of such 
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against other locations, until the services be rendered, or until 
further actiou by the Legislature." 

Adopted. 
The bill was then order.·d to be engrossed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to give each corporate county in 

this State, its own county surveyor, map and record~, was 
read. 

l\Ir. J ewett moved to amend by inserting after "l\iay" in 
first section, "if the court deem it inexpedient." 

Adopted. 
Mr. Fitzgerald offered the following amendment: 
"Provided, 'l'hat the Land District composed of the coun· 

ties of San Patricio and N ucces be exempted from the provis
ions of this act. 

Adopted. 
The bill then passed to a third reading. . 
On motion M Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended. 
Bill read third time and passed. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
informing the Senate that tue House had passed 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 11th section of an 
act supplementary 'to an act to detect fraudulent land certifi.eat~, 
and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants. 

A bill to be entitled an act providing for the payment of ju
rors, was read, and passed to a third reading. 

A bill to be entitled an act to define. tbe ·boundaries of Co
mal county, together wi th the report of the Committee on Coun
ties and County Boundaries, ofiering amendments thereto, was 
read, and repor.t adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Navarro, the bill was indefinitely post
poned. 

A bill to be entitled au act ,to a.mend the first section of an 
act, supplementary to an act, regulating the sale of runaway 
:'!la Yes, approved J anuaryi5th, 1841, was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, the motion to reconsider the vote 

w hi eh refu.sed to pass a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate 
the Colorado and Brazos Railroad Company, was taken upt 
and vote re-considered. 
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The yeas and nays were then called on the final passage or 
the bill and stood as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Cuny, Dancy, Fitzgerald, 
Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins and Wallace-10. 
• Nay8-Messrs. Clark, Gage, Grimes and Parker-4. 

So the bill passed. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Cherokee Academy, 
in the town of Rusk, in the County of Cherokee, together with 
the report of the committee on Education thereon, offering 
amendments, was rood. 

Report adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Brashear, the rule was suspended. 
Bill read thiid time and passed, by the following vote : 

Yeas-Messrs. Abbott, Brashear, Clark, Cuny, Dancy, Gage, 
Grimes, Fitzgerald, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins 
and Wallace-14. 

Nays-None. 

A bill to be entitled an act authorizing the Galveston City 
Company to change the plan of a certain block of lots in the 
city of Galveston, and authorizing the city and county authori
ties to use one of the public squares of 88.iu city for city and 
county buildings. 

Read second time, and passed to a third reading. 
On motion of Mr. Dancy, a bill lo be entitled an act for the 

relief of l\Iichacl Short was taken up. 
Read, and passed lo a third reading. 
Mr. Fitzgerald moved that additions be made to the commit· 

tee on Apportionment, Privileges and Elections. 
Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Fitzgerald, the Senate adjourned. 


